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From his bawdy and brave fellow firefighters to the hopeful, hateful, beautiful and beleaguered

residents of the poverty-stricken district where he works, Dennis Smith tells the story of a brutalising

yet rewarding profession.
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Dennis Smith's Report From Engine Company 82 was a huge best seller when it first appeared in

1972 and it immediately put its author into the rarified air of commercially successful authors. No

small feat considering that 1 of every 3 books published fails to make any money at all and fewer

than 1% sell more than a million copies, the way this book did.Smith captured forever the day to day

grind of inner city firefighters, before air masks were used regularly. He brings the reader into the

last days of pre-modern, urban firefighting, the suffocating heat, the blinding smoke, the gut

wrenching fear and most of all the camaraderie that comes along with a job that requires disciplined

teamwork and exacting attention to detail.Report opens up with a fire, of course, where Engine 82

and Ladder 31 are forced to breach or break through a wall to get a teenager out of a rear bedroom

of a burning apartment. The first two firefighters from Engine 82 enter without air masks and take a

terrible beating before they're relieved on the line by two members who are "tanked up." Smith takes

the reader through the entire event, step by agonizing step.Smith lets us see the teeming ghetto that

existed around his Intervale Avenue firehouse at the time - today, that same area is covered with

single family Nehemia Homes. He takes the reader through the emergencies (gas and water leaks),



car accidents, false alarms and spectacular fires, from a firefighter's perspective. In it, he chronicles

the death of a fireman, from Engine 82, who fell off the back of the rig, or backstep, while

responding to a false alarm.
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